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WHAT: CALHOUN COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY MEETING
WHEN: TUESDAY, 7PM, 25 MAY 1993
WHERE : OAK HILL CEMETERY
255 S. AVE. BATTLE CREEK, MI.
WHO: DUFF STOLTZ

Come and join us as Duff Stoltz takes us on a tour through
Battle Creeks Historical Oak Hill Cemetery. It'l]l take about
forty-five minutes to an hour, and we'll walk it, unless it rains~
Then we'll take a bus tour.

We'll meet at the Cemetery office at 7PM, where Oak Hill's
secretary/treasurer, Wilma Dzioba, will give us a brief overview of
the records that are available at the cemetery itself. Then Duff
will begin his tour with the C.W. Post Memorial., then to Sojourner:
Truth's grave, and Frank Kellogg's, who was the patent medicine
man, not the sanitarium or cereal Kellogg. We will continue our
leisurely walk as we listen to Duff's interesting and knowledgeable
patter about people who lived and died and are buried in this
lovely old cemetery. We may even find one of your ancestors or
relatives. ' :

This cemetery walk is one of the closing events of Battle
Creeks's Preservation Month, coordinated by the Historical Society
and the Historic District Commission. Preserving history is the
responsibility of each of us and as genealogist we take this charge
very seriously. We learn from the past to make a better present
and future. We'll see you at Oak Hill.

- Jo Peck, Program Chairman.
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DIRECTIONS TO OAK HILL CEMETERY FROM I-94

Take 98-B exit off I-94 to M-66 North going toward downtown Battle

Creek to the Dickman Road exit. Get off on Dickman but after
going a very short distance turn to the extreme right where South
Avenue begins. Follow South Avenue about 4 blocks to the gate

of the cemetery. -




CCGES OFFICERS - FOR SALE
FRESIDENMT: MARLEWME STEELE . Used, good working condition
&ld 242-022&8 A equipment.
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT: - .
-1 TOM  STRUBLE - _ MICROFICHE VIEWERS C . $40
I Sl &lé 977—-4927 _ _ - "PORTABLE ‘MICROFICHE VIEWER
I'IrE FRESIDEWT : J0 PECK . » PROJECTOR = . 135
S &14 781-2093 . - . 16 MM FILMSTRIP VIEWER $35.
- TRE&SURER: PAT SHIERY 16 MM ROLL FILM VIEWER - . 870
414 781-4470 . 16 MM MOVIE, SOUND PROJ .  $65
RECORDING - SECRETARY @ ' OVERHEAD PROJECTORS - -~ $5B0-75
BREMDA CORMWISH ' 16 MM FILM VIEWER, EDITOR $95
517 4$29-4841 : :
CORRESPONDIMG QECPETAPY- WRITE OR CALL:
PDMGNA.QHGRT. , ROBRERT D HAIGH .
- 517 &29-23%4 . o 221 CHARLOTTE ST PD BOX 97 .
- MEWS LETTEP EDITORS: - MULLIKEN MI 48861

517 -429-450&°
USLERIE RADEE -
517 425-3425
MEMEERSHIF CHAIRPERSON:
CRUTH KATSER
517 857-2747 |
FUBLICITY CHAIRPERSON: ' |
. WINIFRED HARTUNG FAMILY NEws INFGRMATION

f“ﬁ " PATRICIAGEYER — ST T (BT s49—eeeen»ew:~r

414 781-4%23
PROGRAM CHAIPPEF""UN: = : The +ol ]OWlnCl items hd'\)e CDITIG’
' JO PECK : S to out attention so rourw
_ i14 78I- -2095 - ‘ edléor= Se;ndid to ;et our
Ut e N I readers Know. toc! ami 1y
,H?CHIjiiTﬁngIJSE{ER : R SURNAME information.. If. ,
CEMETERY FROJECT: : interested contact the qQr-aupes

RUTH KATSER below.
SiY 781-2747 . '
P ~The UaAN UOORHEE”'QQOGCIHTIOH
L e . . 310 Rockland Avenue
MOTICE: ITEMS FOR NEWSLETTER River Vale NJ 07675
lteme for the AUG 19293 | .
iesue éust’be‘;ecefuedfb? ' The BOWEN Nems Erchange
CJUNE 27, 1993, ' PO Box 853,
: ’ : . tee]vn]]e MO 6456“

PHOTOGRAPHERS IN YOUR FANILY° k

D1d one . of your ancestors work as a photographer 1n chhlgan’

‘before 19207 If so, please write or call Dave Tinder, €404

Coleman, Dearborn, MI 48126, phone 313-581-0005. Dave has ‘spent

25 years complling a directory of early Michlgan photographers ]
which will be published soon. Your information will ‘assure thes

the entry -about your relative will be more accurate, more compltﬁe;

_and more 1nterest1ng

D- has already identifled more than 8000 persons who began
photog ohlc careers in Michigan before 1920. He now has a team
of workers at Oakland University who are *ering the Information
into the computer as the first step towa; publlcation.
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CEMETERY PROJECT UPDATE Ruth Kaiser, Prbject Chair

What we could accomplish with more volunteers! The last issue of Generations listed all

- r-wmthe cemeteries in Clarence Township which had been surveyed by Ken and Shirley Stone on

their own. They have gone the second mile and added notes from the burial permits, birth,
marriage and death records in the township and county clerk office and the U.S. Census
Records from 1850-1880. This wealth of information will soon be entered in a computer for
publication, hopefully by June. At present it will be listed alphabetically. In the future there
will be a listing row by row in the cemeteries. I challenge other small groups to survey
cemeteries at their convenience with the assurance that the materials will be printed,
distributed to area libraries and sold for personal use. Please check with your project chair for
format and coordination. '

You can check the latest records of cemeteries which interest you in a separate article in
this issue. Julia Miller, another hardworking volunteer, checked all the area libraries to see
what cemetery records they have. Thanks to her for getting this material ready for publication.
A handy list-of addresses and business hours of those libraries and a list of the current

township clerks is included. The Calhoun County and Union City Genealogical Societies are

selling copies of their publications and there address is noted also. -

N
P2

The April meeting walk through the Oakridge Cemetery, Marshall was Well“r'éc‘eived. )

_ Please keep in mind the May meeting will be a walk through Oakhill Cemetery, Battle Creek.

“You can learn that cemeteries have fascinating stories to tell and it may wet your appetite for
becoming involved with the society's cemetery surveys. The scheduled dates for transcribing
cemeteries this summer will fall on the fourth Saturday of each month. We will concentrate
on finishing the records for the Clarendon Township. We will begin with Cook's Prarie on 23
Mile Road between M-60 and L Drive South. When that is completed we will move to West
Clarendon Cemetery on M-60 east of 18 1/2 Mile Road. The weather and the length of time
to complete Cook's Prarie are uncertain so the schedule will be tentative. If we_can get enough
volunteers we can get both cemeteries done this year.

Ruth will be glad to notify anyone of schedule changes if she knows you are planning on
coming. Otherwise, a sign will be posted on a tree at the Cook's Prarie Cemetery when a
change is made or the weather doesn't cooperate. You can also call 517/857-2747 before 8:15
a.m. on the scheduled day. The planned schedule follows:

22 May 1 PM Cook's Prarie

26 Jun. 9 AM Cook's Prarie

24 Jul. 9 AM Cook's Prarie

28 Aug. 9 AM Cook's Prarie/West Clarendon

25 Sep 1 PM West Clarendon -

.- 23 Oct. 1 PM West Clarendon

Tt will be necessary to make one final check of the Bentley Corner records before they can
be published, hopefully by June. If anyone can assist during the week in early May, I would
appreciate a call (517/857-2747). :
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' PETER HATHAWAY 1

PINCKNEY TWP.

(CHANGED TO

~ -CLARENCE TWP.) 0 5 10

j 5 10 15

" ARTHUR BENNETT .

- 'JOSIAH B TAYLOR
AVERY HOSE ?

- SETH HOYT
THOMAS SQUIRES -

PHILO COWELL

. MASON BEMIS 11

[ SCRNTSNI
ool VI
f—

 GEORGE BRMIS < -

SAMUEL, SELLERS

MONROE HATCH EEER

" ABRAHAM HADDEN 2 1
ALONZO SQUIRES . -

' SAMUEL JEFFERY 1
HORACE RODGERS 1
FRANK JOTHAM-DYER

JOHN B DYER - 12

U S CENSUS OF 1840

" CALHOUN CO., MICHIGAN TOTAL 8375 _
TOWNS OF ALBION, ECKFORD, FREDONIA, HOMER, LEE, MARSHAILL,

MARENGO, PINCKNEY AND SHERIDAN

MATES

15 20 30.40 5060 0 5§ 10 15 20

120 30 40

RAMSON ‘FISK 1 2

ASA WHITE | 1‘1-

" ORSON (BARKER)? L
1

" BENJAMIN R GILLET

FRANCIS HALL 1
ELISHA BENNETT -
ALISON A BELL

OLIVER S BELL

ANDREW:R TOMKINS -

. THOMAS HATTES- . - % 1 . . ="
'ANCIL O BELL - .1 .+
- ANDREW - BELL g

JAMES WETHERLY " .. - 1
JOHN B SNYDER 3
JONATHAN HALL
GEORGE - NOVIS
0K TYLER
- ; .3RAHAM RAYMOND - 1
NORRIS BARNES T2
. C W CLAPP . ,

-LUTHER :GOODRICH . .

JOHN AUSTIN

. HUMPHREY AUSTIN - - 1
- JOHN AUSTIN .
RODGER AUSTIN .

- "DANIEL R HAND

TOTAL 201 27 13 12

COMPILED BY KENNETH STONE
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'MARY MATILDA (PERINE) BENHAM BLASHFIELD /' / '
- by PAUL BACHMANN . (11

Mary Matilda PERINE was born 6 Nov. 1834 in New York City, a
daughter of William _Harvey PERINE and Susan Wade (WOOLEY)
-~~PERINE. {11} At the age of 10 she moved with her parents and
siblings via Rochester, NY, the Erie Canal and Detroit to acreage
about two miles northeast of Tekonsha, MI. Eventually the family
settled in a house "less than a mile from the western border of
Clarendon Twp., and became involved with the Methodists of
Clarendon.

One of the active Methodists there was Lewis BENHAM, soon to
be Mary's father-in-law, who donated a 1log house formerly
occupied by his family to be used for their church services. {2}
This BENHAM family came from New York{3} and settled in Clarendon
twp. in 1837, moving to Albion, MI in 1850 where Lewis was
occupied as a cooper in his shop next to the famlly home at 39 E.
Chestnut Street.

Both the PERINE and BENHAM homes became, in the words. of
GARDNER{5}, headquarters for ministers including a Manassah
HICKEY who "did a great work among the Indians. He seemed to be
followed always in the memory of [our subject Maryl by a crowd of
Indians with their squaws and papooses.

On her 19th birthday Mary married Letson (sometimes referred
as Letsom) BENHAM{6}, born 29 June 1827, son of Lewis and Mary
(BENJAMIN). In the 1860 Census, Letson and Mary and two of their
three children are living with his parents in Alblon, MI.; Letson
is farming land valued at $1000. OD

Letson and Mary's children: Freddie'G. born March 1858 died
13 January 1862, Myrta born 18538 and Harriet born after 1860,
Sometime after 1860 this family moved to Chicago.

Letson died 1 August 1878{71}. His father, a War of 1812
veteran and pensioner, died 5 November 1885.(8) Maru married a
widower (my great grandfather) William B. BLASHFIELD on 2 January
1889{9} whose first spouse was Mary's sister Harriet. They lived
in Clarendon Twp. William B, died in 18896,

Eventually, Mary moved back to the Chicago area, and then
"around 1918 moved to Hollywood, CA to be near her two daughters,
Mrs. Myrta B. KEATS and Mrs. Harriet B. CRAIG who survived her.
Mary died at her home on Crescent Heights Blvd. in Hollywood on
25 July 1923.{101} -

SOQURCES

1. Daniel Perrin, "The Hugunot” by Howland Delano Perrine, A.B.,
LL.B. {19101}, P235.

2. History of Calhoun County by Hon. Washlngton -Gardner, Lewis
Publ. Co (1913} Vol2, P11343-44.

3. 1860 Federal Census for Village of Albion.

4. Birds Eve View of the Citvy of Albjon by Frank Pa581c, Publ. by

: Albion Historical Society {1888).

5. Historvy of Calhoun Countvy, supra., P1344.




6. Daniel Perrin, supra., P234. )
7. Wm. B. Blashfield, C1v11 War pension file #WC442048.

8. Soldiers of the War of 1812 Who Died ipn Michigan, complied by
Mrs. Alice Turner Miller {1962) alphabetlcally listed. :

w9, Marshall Statesman, Friday 11 January ‘1889, P1.

- WQletuary in Wm. B. Blashfield Civil War pension file.

More on the BENHAM FAMILY

"One of ‘Letson and Mary Matilda's children, Freddie G.
BENHAM, was buried as an infant at West Clarendon Cemetery .-in
1862. But a Fred BENHAM turns up 35 years later mentioned in the
same paragraph as Freddie G's mother and sister in an 1887 Diary
of Sarah Reynolds (DOOLITTLE) PERINE, daughter of Wllllam and -
Polly Ann (HUBELL) ‘DOOLITTLE: _ , A s

Saturday [July] 24 ‘Went up to- Mary
Blashfields today to visit with '
Hattie Craig, Fred Benham and mother. {1}

- Craig, Hannah Simonson, and Fred Benham
visited here today. ‘

1. "Mother” is probably Mary (BLODGETT) ROWE PERINE. i

Paul Bachmann sent along two pages of the above listed Dlary
‘Other names mentioned include; Mabel Any, John.Galbe\t Wllllam
Henry, MrstﬁELis. -—

BLASHFIELD is the sister of his great grandmother and_ the second
wife of his great grandfather. His great grandmother, Harriet
Wooley (PERINE). BLASHFIELD died .in January 1888 -

The newsletter editors invite members to send us unpubllshed and*s
interesting copies of memorabilia, genealogies, 4 generatlonal

@charts, Bible records, letters etc. of Calhoun Co. pioneers,

s _of long ago. ' S S e

We try to flll 6 pages of each newsletter mal 1ng,( . I
like to .addany items Of interest which have names someone. may ‘be

searching.

_ xamples in this newsletter are Mr. Bachman's writing about Mary -
Matilda (Perine) Benham Blashfield--- and Valerie Radee's grand—
mother Fanny E. Peppet's graduation ceremony program.

Check your closets, drawers, files for items we can include. We
can work our way through quite a bit of Calhoun Co. information
that hasn't been published before this way. -

Wednesday 28 Mary Blashfield, Hattie ‘ -1

Paul submitted the above, as 'Mary Matilda (PERINE) 'BENHAM .

‘Mail to Pat or Val % Calhoun Co. Gen . Soc., Albion Public Library)
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Copy of the 15th Annual Commencement

Exercises of Homer High School, Homer
MI. 1893.
grandmother to Valerie Radee,

Fanny E. Peppet was the
Albion.

MUsicy Lo e e e, Quartette.
Tavocation, ... e Rev. W, P, French.
Music, L e Solo and Quartette,
Essay, ..o “Beyond the Alps lies Ttaly,”
H. Mag Jtckerr.
Oration, ....uuerreneinennnen. ““The World's Fair—An Educator,"
Russ B. DEBow.
Essay, ..o, “Truth, the Corner Stone of Character,”
: Berraa 1. HunDEy.
Fssay, *The Mill will never g-ind with the water that is .past.” ’
~ FaNNy E. Perper,
Oradon, .........0ccvuiue... T eeemnnn “‘Arbitration versus War,"’
JustiN E.-WORTHINGTON,

MUSIC, L e, Solo.
Essay, oo, *Thought—The Condilion of Success,"”
Susie ALLEN,

Oralion, ..o e ¢Chivalry,”’
MEeLvinLe D. SANFORD.

Essay, .. e e e e rre e, “Sunshine,”
Ura M. CUNNINGHAM.

Essay, “Gleanings,”
Mary L. Kirny.

Music, Lo Solo and Quartette,

Presentatin of Diplamas.
Music, oo Quartette,

T




COMING EVENTS ‘ -

25 May 1993
Battle Creek historian, Duff Stoltz, will take us on a walk

evws through Oak Hlll Cemetery, Battle Creek.

22 June 1993
A tour of the Albion Public Library~Local Hlstory Room and 1ts

holdings for genealogists. To include a review of the CCGS

files. 7PM.
July 1993 .

CCGS will eontinue its cemetery transcrlption ' rOJect No
regular meeting. Plan now to join us. 38§ Bﬁée 5 or dates,

01983
We are planning a summer fleld trlp for the 5001ety O Will

keep you posted

T e J S A N - PR . N . .

ATTENTION‘

Please watch for announcements of our Genealog1ca1 Soc1ety s meetlngs
_and Prolects 1n your local newspaper. L

Calhoun tlio_u'nt,y' — S
Genealogical Society - T

c/o0 Albion
FPublic
Library

501 5. Superior St.
Albion, Ml 27 224




