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The next meeting of the Calhoun County Genealogical Society:

® “Collecting Oral Histories”
®Presented by Lorraine Johnson-Colman
# Tuesday, January 19, 1999 (3rd Tuesday in January)
€7:00 p.m.
#at the Miller Stone Building (across from
Willard Library in Battle Creek )

The Calhoun County Genealogical Society is pleased to partner with Willard
Library and the Kellogg Foundation Expert in Residence program to bring
Lorraine Johnson-Colman to Battle Creek. Lorraine is an author, folklorist and
storyteller.

~
She has written Just Plain Folks, a book on sharing stories between generations,
and is a popular lecturer, workshop leader and frequent commentator on
National Public Radio. Her new 13-part program will debut on NPR January 5,
1999. Lorraine will be sharing ideas about gathering oral histories and will
include anecdotes from her own experiences along with “how to” information.

This program is free and open to the public. 7

The public is invited to more of Lorraine Johnson-Coleman’s presentations brought to you at no
charge by the Kellogg Foundation Expert in Residence program:

® “The Wisdom in Everyday Living" ® “Just Plain Folks"
@ Lorraine Johnson-Colman @ Lorraine Johnson-Colman

® Thursday, January 21, 1999 ¢ Friday, January 22, 1999

4 9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 4 5:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. |
@ French Room of the Federal Center, Battle # Burnham Brook Center, Battle Creek
Creek
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President: Sandy Redmond
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Vice President: Nancy Hibiske
(616) 962-3498 (H)
Treasurer: Micky Rastoskey
(616) 67.1-4733 (H)
Recording Secretary: Timira Volstromer
v (616) 781-1205 (H)
Corresponding Secretary: Terri Plotas
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'The'Calhoun County Genealogical Society is a non-
profit, ~ federally tax-exempt, State-Chartered
. " organization. Individuals, libraries or societies may -
- apply- for membership. Annual dues for the 1998
/1999 year beginning September :1 are :$12.00. -

'Membershlps are accepted year round. . All members . - -
o recelve the bi-monthly newsletter Generations.

Meetlngs are held at 7:00 p m. on-the 4thTuesday of
every month at the VFW Hall located at 800 E.
Michigan Ave., Marshall, MI. unless otherwise
specified. Programs are free and the public is invited

Calhoun Co Ml (14 pages) $6.00

'Marriage Records of Calhoun Co., Mi 1836 1890
(248 pages, indexed) $18.50

" MI residents must -add 6% sales tax.

" (new address)

Research Materials Available from the «*
Calhoun County Genealogical Socie

The 1877 History of Calhoun County, MI (reprinted)
Over 350 pages, printed on acid-free, archival —
paper an is hard-cover, library-quality bound, H
includes every name index. $55.00

Cemeteries of Eckford Twp, Calhoun County, M

(110 pages, over 2,100 names) $7.00

Clarence Townshig Cemete'ries in Calhoun Co., M!
(Clarence Center, Dyer, Hunt, Krenerick and

- Nichols) (66 pages, over 2, 100 names) $7.00

Transcriptions of Cemeteries of Convis Twp.,
Calhoun Co., MI (35 pages .over 1,000 names)
$6 00 . _ , _

of the Calhoun County Genealogical Society,
August 1988 - June 1995 (48 pages, over 2,800
names) $5. 00

Beginner's Guide to Famlly History Research Research by
Desmond Walls Allen and Carolyn Earle Blllmgsley

(46 pages) $9.00

Bentley‘ Corners Cemetery Clarendon Twp., =

St. Joseph Cemetery Clarendon Twp.; Calhoun
Co., MI (25 pages) $6 OO :

‘ Transcngtlons of the Gravestones in the Rice Creek‘ ‘ ‘

Cemetery Lee ng " Calhoun Co M (49 pages)
$6.00

All prices
include shipping. . To- order the above publications
please send a check payable to: :

Calhoun County Genealoglcal Socnety
P.O..Box 879 . - .
Marshall, Ml 49068 -

(0 0 L O
Piease note our new address!
CCGS
P.O. Box 879

* Marshall, M| 49068
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presioent’s ponoerinNngs

Another year draws to a close, and still my own genealogy lies gathering dust! My New
Years’ resolution? To apply for my own Pioneer Certificate! Yes, the project is still on-
going. To date, 234 certificates have been issued, with more applications awaiting
verification. As each “file” is completed, the information about these pioneer ancestors
is being entered into a database. Eventually we will put it in booklet form, and include it
in our list of publications. Feel free to check with Verla Potts, Project Chair, or Carol
Slattery, who is doing the indexing, to see if work on your particular ancestor has
already been done.

Those of you who were unable to attend our November meeting missed a good one.
Representatives of the Mary Marshall Chapter DAR, Patty Parker and Margaret Parker,
shared with us a brief history of Marshall’s Governor’s Mansion and the restoration work
that has taken place during the past year. The CCGS was pleased make a $100
donation towards the restoration effort. Patty and Margaret also showed a fabulous
video entitled “Time in a Bottle,” which was filmed during the excavation of the old privy
site behind the Governor's Mansion. What treasures were uncovered during the dig —
old ink bottles, porcelain doll heads, pieces of pottery.

Our upcoming meetings should continue to be interesting and informative. Remember
there is no December meeting. On January 19th we are joining Willard Library in
hosting Expert In Residence Lorraine Johnson-Coleman — see the front page for details.
in February, military historian Pierce Roberts will present “The Battle of Chickamauga,”
and in March, Shirley Hodges will speak on “What's in a Name.” Other meeting topics
under development include: Genealogy Hints and Anecdotes, Interpreting Land
Records, and possibly a tour of Albion’s Riverside Cemetery. Watch future newsletters
and local media for more details. .

Many thanks to Membership Chair llene Woodman for putting together the wonderful
surname list that begins on page 38 of this newsletter. One of the great things about
genealogy is sharing information with fellow researchers. The surname list allows you
to locate other members who may be researching the same ancestors.

An important note to inform you of — we have a new address. Due to the remodeling of
the lobby at the Marshall Post Office, we are now PO Box 879, Marshall, Ml 49068.

We hope you enjoy this expanded year-end edition of Generations. The holiday season
is a great time to “share an ancestor.” Have you shared an attractively drawn ancestor
chart with your aunt? Any old pictures you should copy for a cousin? Don't tell my
sister, but I'm putting together an album for her of old family photographs! As family
genealogist, | ended up with the boxes of old pictures. She’s been asking me for
copies, and it will be great fun to surprise her with a nice album.

| wish you and your families all the best during the holiday season and the upcoming
New Year! Happy ancestor hunting!
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Queries

Following are the queries that have been
received via the Rootsweb mailing list and
conventional mail. Realizing that not everyone
has access to the Internet, we are printing the
queries on the Rootsweb list for you here.
Unfortunately, most of the time folks who post
to the Rootsweb site do not include their USPS
address. If you are interested in responding to .
any of these postings and do not have an e-mail
address, please write to the CCGS. We will
attempt to put you in contact with the writer.

| Queries may be malled to Calhoun County
|- Genealogical Society, P: O..Box-879, Marshall,
Ml 49068 ,

NEEDHAM, ATWOOD; BALCOME THOMAS
Anyone researching the above families that .
settled near Homer'?

BoomerNels@aol.com

VANDENBURG, LERQY
- | am looking for information on Tony

' VANDENBURG married to Francis LEROY.
They had adaughter, Clara VANDENBURG b.
4 Jan 1913 in MI (possibly Battle Creek) and d.
12 May 1985 in The Colony, Denton Co.,
Texas. Claram. 12 Jan 1934 in Angola IN
" {o Russel C. BAILEY b 18 Jun 1914 Battle
Creek, MI and died 8 Apr 1972 in Grand
Rapids, MI. ‘She married 2™ to Roy-RODDEN. -
Any help would be apprecnated thanks

Jennifer Baily
= Ballv@lnltco net

WILLS
My great-grandfather Peter WILLS and famlly
came to Marshall around 1906 from Edinburgh,
Scotland. They had a hardware store, on Main
Street | think. 'Would appremate any

~ information.

David Wills
Dwills@ktb.net

’Howe IN 46746

HOYT

Looklng for. Elizabeth Dunn HOYT b. 1834, d.
1892, m. Ezra Hoyt. He died 1872. Need
birthplace for George Washing HOYT d. 1888, H
m. Lovinia (SABRA) HOYT. She d. 1885. This
family is probably buried in Huston Cemetery. '
They lived in Fredonia Township.

Stanley C. HOYT

351 NE 19" St.#12 .
East Wexatchee, WA 98802
509-884-2554 :

SOULES, DAVIS ~ '
Would anyone have any mformatlon on the
ancestry of Mellie (SOULES) DAVIS b 20 Jan.

-.1866-near Climax, M|, dau of Martm V. B and‘

Welinda (HARISON) 'SOULES? How does
Martin, b 1836 Ohio d 1918 Climax Twp.

- Connect to George SOULES (1% generation

immigrant 1620 Mayﬂower) Questioning the
middle initials “V.B.” also. (Van deBogart’P)

: A L Bowerman, MSLS MA

1820W 600N

WALLEN

| am interested in contactmg anyone

researching the WALLEN family in Calhonn
County Michigan and Floyd County Kentucky.

~ Bill Hiaft - :
19501 Partello Rd. . .. .
-Marshall, Mi 49068

616- 781 -3078

PERINE DOOLITTLE, BLASHF!ELD ETC

| am hoping you can help me find information on
my family. My 3g- grandfather was William Henry
PERINE who settled in Tekonsha/Clarendon ir
1844. My gg-grandmother was Sarah REYNOLDS
DOOLITTLE who settled with her family in " -
Clarendon sometime around 1835. ‘Any information

~ on these families would be much appreciated. 1am
also researching BLASHFIELD, BENHAM and .

WARNER in Clarendon Township.

Melissa Zucker - )
Melissa@powerlight.com o
6426 Pinehaven Rd.

[ Generations, Vol. 11, No. 3 Page 28

December 1998/January 1999 |




Oakland, CA 94611

Queries, cont.
HCLIZBE
I am looking for information on this family:.
Sarah J. CLIZBE b 16 Jun 1802, dau of
Samuel and Elizabeth (BRUEN) CLIZBE, m
Morgan J. ALEXANDEER, date unknown.
Morgan died 7 Sep 1851 in Marshall, Ml and
Sarah died 19 Mar 1891 in Marshall, Ml. They
had nine children:
Mary b 27 Feb 1824
William H. b 9 Oct 1828
Maria L. b 16 Oct 1836
Margaret b 5 Jun 1838
Emma C. b 9 Nov 1845
Edward K. b 3 July 1941
Sarah L. b 9 Nov 1845
Anne M. b 4 Jun 1846
Walter H. b 27 Nov 1847

Karen Zwack

Corvairi@concentric.net

1669 South Beyer Rd

___Saginaw, MI 48601

4 \/517-652-6840
DEBOW, TUNISON
| am researching the DEBOW and TUNISON
families of Athens, and would like to exchange
information with anyone else researching these
lines.

Carolyn Morris
Damsr@ijuno.com
16 Richie St.
Saraland, AL 36571

ISITABOYORAGIRL?
In regard to deciding whether a 19" century picture
is of a boy or a girl, the July/August issue of Family
Chronicle magazine had a letter from a reader, Lisa
Yowell, relating what she had learned from a
lecture by Diane VanSkiver Gagel at the National
Genealogical Society conference. Ms. Gagel
stated in her lecture that it is possible to determine
whether the subject is a boy or girl by looking at the
part in the hair. The center part in the hair was
such a stringent requirement, that a side part
always indicates that the subject is a boy. She also
mentioned that the “off the shoulder” style of
clothing was popuiar for both boys and girls. The
URL for the Family Chronicle Magazine is
hitp.//www.familychronicle.com

FEATURED WEB SITE: USGENWEB Census
Transcription Project
http:/Awww.usgenweb.org/census.

This wonderful site has actual census records that
volunteers have transcribed, and that have been
uploaded to the Internet. Check it out!

CONGRATULATIONS!
Congratulations are in order to Pat Geyer on the
publication of her book, Sheldon L. Wight, His

~ Story, Including His Civil War Diary—1865, Pvt. Co.

F. 6™ Michigan Calvary. Pat has spent many years
compiling and preparing this family history. While |
haven't had the privilege of seeing her book yet, |
am told it is extremely well researched and

- attractively presented. What a wonderful

accomplishment, Pat! Please see page 18 of this
newsletter for details on the book and information
on how to order.

TIME IS RUNNING oUuT!

Did you remember to send in your dues to renew your membership? Gee, we’d hate to
lose you, so won't you please mail them in TODAY!! Remember, our new address:

CCGS, PO Box 879, Marshall, Ml 49068

Name

Address

City State Zip
) 3-mail address Phone
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PATRICIA W. GEYER
601 MANOR DRIVE
ALBION, Ml 49224

e = = = = = ——— e e - - - - - - - T T TN

“Sheldon L. Wight, His Story, Including His Civil War Dxary---1865 Pvt. Co.F, 6%

Michigan Cavalry,” ending the war at Appomattox and going on with the Powder River
Expedition into Wyoming Temtory

The research is finished and the book is published about Leonard Wight’s family who
“ moved to Eaton County, Michigan from Lorain County, Ohio in about 1858. I have
~ included some information about all his children Lydia, Francis B., Sheldon L., Alexander s e
- - .Mason, Reuben William and Abraham Lincoln W1ght Sl e thEl e e L

Included is the story of Sheldon nght’s hfe and hlS d1ary from 1865 when he was in the

6™ Michigan Cavalry Regiment in the Civil War. He writes of the raids in the Shenandoah
Valley, and being at Appomattox when the treaty was signed. The part of the diary of -

special interest to Civil War historians is his daily account of being sent west at the end of .
the war from Washington D.C. to take part in the Powder River Expedition in Wyoming
Territory. There a group of soldiers from the 6% Mlchxgan built Fort Connor on the Powder
River, and he was one of them His records from the Natlonal Archlves are included. '

This Exgedltlon isn’t extenswely documented so the Wight d1ary adds a bit to the hlstory
of the 6™ Michigan Cavairy. His descnptlon of j Just getting to the Powder River is very
mterestmg It took about two months by rail, boat travel and horseback to get there.

The book covers Sheldon’s farmly history from his birth in Ohio to his “running away” to
the Civil War. After his’ return in 1866 to Benton TOWI)ShIp he married Mary Ann Weaver

and they migrated to Gratlot County Michigan as ploneers His story continues until his

death in 1919 in Elsie, Mlchlgan His photographs remain as a legacy for he became

known as “the photographer of Elsie and the surrounding area.” They moved to Elsie,

Clinton County about 1904 from the village of Sickels, which he had platted w1th Wllhth ,
Slckels in 1882. Records of tlus plat are‘inicluded.

There are two taped i mterv1ews done years ago ‘with his grandchlldren Vern Wight (my
. Dad) and Wilma Mitchell Wu'ebaugh wh1ch have been u'anscnbed and: mcluded in the
. story. : T : :
If you are interested in a copy of the book let me know. It has a hard cover, over 40
photographs, (most of them 8. Wight originals), 2 color pictures, indexed, on glossy paper
and very carefully researched. I started working on this in- 1961.-There are 238 pages. Vital
records and land records are included plus.newspaper research from 1860 to 1866.

It is a limited edition so its cost is $45.00 with $4.00 added for mailing. 250 copies printed. f )

PHONE: 517/625-4506
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History of Lee Township

Below is a synopsis of the Lee Township history as found in the 1877 History of Calhoun
County. Originally published in 1877, the Calhoun County Genealogical Society had the
History republished in March of 1998. See page 2 of this newsletter for information on how to

order a copy.

In the spring of 1835 Amos HADDEN and Nicholas STANLEY entered and occupied a part of
section 36, in the southeast part of the town. The former yet resides on the old place. His
neighbor, Mr. STANLEY, lost his life in the caving in of a well in which he was at work. In 1837
a child of Mr. STANLEY became lost in the woods and created an excitement not soon
forgotten. One evening Mr. STANLEY, hearing the tinkle of the cow-bell a short distance from
the house, started his son, a child of six years, into the woods to drive the cows home. The
cows soon came in, but the boy was not with them, and repeated calls brought no reply.
Immediate search was instituted and fruitlessly maintained for three days. The neighbors,
turning out, scoured the country for an area of ten miles. The child was found at last, distant
from home but a short half mile. He sat at the foot of a tree with his back leaning against it,
and was dead. He had perished from cold and hunger. The Rev. Mr. Hobert officiated at his
funeral, at which were held the first religious services in the town.

In 1836, Abram HADDEN, a brother of Amos, took up his residence in the vicinity, and
simultaneously, several of his old neighbors from New York settled in Clarence, Sheridan, and
Marengo, thereby forming what has since been known as the “Rice Creek Settlement.”
Benjamin THOMAS, a settler of 1836, in Marengo, from Sardinia, Erie county, New York,
-removed in 1839 to a farm situated in the central northern part of the township. B. S. WARD
settled near the Eaton line, in the northern part of the town, and lives there at this time. In
1840, D. P. WOOD, for one or two years a resident of Albion, desirous to improve his
condition, set out for Clarence, and made his way around Duck lake into Lee. A log hut was
built, and unchinked, occupied till fall. It was his home for two years. In August, 1840, some
land cleared was in crop, when Mr. WOOD was married to Maria PAYNE, of Jackson County.

Among those of other early settlers we find the names of Stephen ALDRICH, F. GARFIELD,
John WEAVER, T.S. HAVENS, Charles R. THOMAS and Jesse ACKLEY. Early in 1836
Sidney S. ALCOTT located the major portions of sections 6 and 7. During the year following
he built a saw-mill on a branch of Indian creek — a small creek running through the northwest
part of the township. The mill was operated for several years by F. GARFIELD, but being
burned was never replaced. It was the only water-power saw-mill built in the township.

A stock company was formed in 1844 by G. W. DRYER and others, and known as the “Dover
Company.” They purchased a large body of land in the vicinity of what is now called Partello
Post-Office, and began the erection of a mill, which they failed to complete. In time the
property was purchased by J. R. PARTELLO and a saw-mill erected. The first white child
[born in] Lee was James, son of Nicholas STANLEY, born July 31, 1836. The first female child
was Dorcas J. HADDEN, daughter of Amos Hadden, born October 4, 1838.
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New on the.Bookshelf

Here's what's new inthe Local History Room.at
Willard Public Library, 7 W. VanBuren, Battle
Creek, Ml

When Your Ox Cart is in the Ditch:
Genealogical How-to Letters, by Vera
McDowell. Genealogical Publishing Co.
(hereafter GPC), Baltimore, MD, 1997.

. 929.1McD

British Origins of American Colonists, 1629-

4775, William Dollarhide. -Heritage -Quest, .. .

1997. 973.04DOL

State Census Records, Ann S. Lainhart, GPC.
016.929 LA

Michigan Biographical Dictionary, Somerset
Publishers, St. Clair Shores, MI, 1998.
- 920.0774 MIC

. Potawatomi Tears and Petticoat Pioneers:

- More of the Romance of Michigan’s Past, Larry
. B. Massie. The Priscilla Press, Allegan Forest,
M, 1992, ;

\Virginia’s Colonial Soldiers, Lioyd D.
Bockstruck, GPC, 1988

Birchbark Belles: Women on the Mlchlqan
Frontier, Larry B. Massie. The Priscilla Press, -
" Allegan Forest MI, 1993. 977. 4 BIR

' ltlallan=Amer|can Family Hlstoryr. A Guide to
Researching and Writing about your Heritage,
Sharon DeBartolo Carmack. GPC 1997.
929 1CAR

Welsh Family History: A Guidve to Research,
John Rowlands. GPC, 1994. 929.1WEL

Tracing Your Scottish Ancestry, Kathleen B.
Cory. 2™ Edition. GPC, 1996. 929.1COR

‘Hours:

The Surnames of Wales, John and Sheila
Rowlands. GPC, 1996. 929.4ROW

Finding our Fathers, Dan Rottenberg -GPC,
1998. 929. 1ROT '

In Search of Your German Roots, Angus

Baxter. 3 Edition. GPC, 1997

O 0 G *
o LSRR X o o

LDS FAMILY H/STO/?Y CENIERS

- Here are the LDS (Mormon) Family History
.- Centers in the area.. CALL AHEAD before = ..
. visiting to CONfirMAOUrS.. . o« e e

EAST LANSING, 517-332-2932

431 E. Saginaw .

East Lansing, Ml 48826

Hours: T,W,Th 10:00 am - 8:00 pm
Sat. 10: 00 am —2:00 pm

HASTINGS, 61 6-948-21 04

600 N. Airport Rd. | o

Hastings, Mi

Tues. 200pm 500p.m.
“Thurs. 8 30 am - 12:00 noon
Sat. 9:00 am - 12:00 noon

JACKSON, 51 7-784-6306
3019°'W. Morrell St.

_ ,_,Jackson Mi 49068
»"Hours:

Tues 6:00pm-9:00pm =
“Thurs. 9:00 am — 0: 00 pm o
Sat 900 am—1 00. pm

JONESVILLE 517-849-2407
292 Parkwood
Jonesyville, Ml ) ' ' C
Hours: Tues., Wed. 10 00 am — 4: 00 pm '
' Thurs 10 am-2pm; 5-8 pm
Sat. 10:00 am - 2:00 pm

KALAMAZOO, 616-342-1906

1112 N. Drake Rd. .

Kalamazoo, MI - ' o (

Hours: Tues., Wed. 10:00 am — 9:00 pm )
Thurs. 2:00 pm —9:00 pm
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LORRAINE JOHNSON-COLEMAN

Here is the remainder of the schedule for Lorraine Johnson-Coleman during her stay in
) Battle Creek. In addition to her Tuesday presentation (please see the cover of this

' newsletter for details), many of her other topics should prove to be of interest to
genealogists and historians.

Thursday, January 21, 1999; 9:30 - 10:30 a.m.

“The Wisdom in Everyday Living”

Program open to the public at the Federal Center, French Room (park in visitors’ lot; use
Washington St. entrance)

Lorraine Johnson-Coleman says: “We all have an ‘Aunt Betty’ or ‘Uncle Alvin,’ it's just that
you don’t talk about them all over the country like | do!” There are some wonderful (and
some not-so-wonderful) stories within all of us and our families. Come and enjoy
humorous, thought provoking and heartwarming tales of everyday living with this
phonomenal storyteller. Books will be available for purchase and author book signing
following the program, courtesy of ABC Boutique.

Friday, January 22, 1999; 5:00 - 6:15 p.m.

“Just Plain Folks: Sharing Stories Between Generations”

Burnham Brook Senior Center - free and open to the public.

We know who we ARE by whom we have come from... This is a terrific opportunity to get
started on your OWN family history stories — perhaps you'd like to invite an adult child or
teen/adult grandchild to share this program with you! Books will be available for purchase
and author book signing following the program, courtesy of ABC Boutique.

7 Saturday, January 23, 1999; 7:30 p.m.

“Just Plain Folks: Wisdoms from the Front Porch”

Free public program at Discovery Theatre will feature a powerful combination of the poetry
and storytelling of Lorraine Johnson-Coleman with the blues talents of “Littie Pink”
Anderson and Freddy Vanderford — the "Legacy Duo." It will also include acoustic guitar
and harmonica solos by this talented duo. This performance is the basis for the 13-part
NPR series to air nationally beginning in January 1999. Seating is limited. Please call the
Community Box Office at Discovery Theatre to make a reservation - 441-2710.

o o
QP G G D

On the following page is the continuation of the story we published on pages 6 and 7 of
the August/September 1998 edition of Generations. The story gives an account of a trip
taken by CCGS member Elma Carpenter, her sister Virgene Franks, and their cousin
Nancy Bard to their ancestor's homeland in the Czech Republic. What a thrill to be able to
walk the soil of an ancestor, particularly in their native land! Following the summary of the
story is a descendancy chart for their ancestor Josef Bures.
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CONTINUATION, THE JOSEF BURES FAMILY OF THE CZECH REPUBLIC

Next we went to Lestina where John Vaclav Bures, oldest child of Josef and Anna Franek

Bures was born. We stopped at the town hall, and the clerk there showed us where house No.

50 was located. It is occupied by a Jaroslav Bures, son of Frantisek and grandson of Josef. . —
He could not remember his grandmother's name. The town clerk said Jaroslav is not married.

She had previously told Marie in a phone call that Jaroslav Bures was "strange."” We knocked

on the door of the house and Marie visited with Jaroslav. Other than his father's name and his
grandfather's name, he did not have any information.

We walked back down the hill towards the town hall. On the way Nancy took a picture of an
old wooden pump and trough. The town clerk said that was were the women in the village
used to do laundry. When we arrived back at the town hall the clerk looked up the name of
the owner of house No. 10. House No. 10 is the former home of Anna Kulhavy who married
Josef Bures, who were the parents of Josef Bures who married Anna Franek. The house is -
still owned by the Kulhavy family and is used as a weekend home. There-is a fruit cellar in
the side of the hill. Again more pictures were taken. They keep a lovely garden there. The

- ... town.clerk:said the owners live in Vysoke Myto. .There are:150 permanent residents:in. .= K
Lestina. The lady in the town office also keeps land records for four other villages - a total of _
350 records. Maria told us the vital records for all of the villages were kept in Prosec. The '
town clerk also said there was a pipe factory in Prosec

On to Prosec and the pipe factory. We bought pipes as souvenirs because they were made in
the area where our ancestors lived. A lady working there also gave us several pipes that did
not pass inspection, and told Marie to hide them while another man was in the office making
out paper work for the pipes we were buying. Then on to the town hall. The clerk was not
there. She was across the street at the museum with a Czech TV crew that was filming. We
went to the local Pub for lunch (3:30 p.m.) When she was through-at the museum the town
clerk came to get us. We went to her office. She had the original birth, marriage and death
indexes. The records themselves are now in the archives in Zamrsku. She also had borrowed
the church records from the priest at the church in Nove Hrady. They are records which begin
in 1630. There are several references to when the church was renovated. When the graves
were causing the side wall and roof to collapse, the roof was replaced with-a tin roof and steel
rods were anchored to the outside walls to pull the walls together.

The town clerk of Prosec checked her records and told us Josef Bures died 16 Feb 1902 at the
age of 77, which means he was born in 1831. H1s wife, Anna Kulhavy, died 31 July 1875.

Josef married again to Magdalene (whose maiden name was Severova), from the village of
Makov, house No. 33, widow of Vaclav Bartak from Libecina. Magdalene was born 2 Jan
1838 and died 15 Sep 1908 ‘She and Josef had two children: : .

1. Anna who died 21 June 1913 at age 16
2. Vaclav who died 24 Nov 1913 at-age 11

The marriage records showed that Josef Bures, son of Josef Bures and Anna Kulhavy, was.
married 23 Feb 1886 to Anna Franek in the church at Nove Hrady. .
Elma Wisnieski Carpenter )
Virgene Wisnieski Franks ‘
Nancy Zarmstorf Bard
(granddaughters of John Vaclav Bures)
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DESCENDANCY OF JOSEF BURES

L 1 Generation
/L 2 Generation D
M. 3" Generation Josef Bures
v. 4% Generation born 1831 in village of Lestina No. 50, Czech Republic
V. 5% Generation ’ died 16 Feb 1902 in Czech Republic, 77 years of age

marxied. .
1)_ Anna Kulhavy born in village of Lestina No. 10

she died 31 July 1875
*Child of Josef and Anna: Josef Bures b. about 1862 in Lestina No. 50

Josef b. 1831, also married
2) Magdaline Severova, widow of Vaclav Bartak from village of Libecina
born 2 Jan 1838 in village of Makov #33
died 15 Sep 1908

Children of Josef and Magdaline:
1) Anna, born about 1897, died 21 Jun 1913 at age 16
2) Vaclav, born about 1902, died 24 Nov 1913, at age 11

*Josef, born about 1862 in Lestina No. 50, died 3 April 1934 in CMon, :
warried 23 Feb 1886 in Nove Hrady to Anpa Franek, bom 1864 in village of Libecina No. 37
Anna Franek's father was Vaclav Franek of Libecina No. 37 and his wife Katerina Poslusny from Libecina

No. 1.
Josef and Anna Franek Bures' children:
o N ** Jan (John), born 4 May 1886 in Lestina No. 50
W ' Josef (Joseph), born 7 June 1889 in Podhorany No, 12

Frantisek (Frank), b. 1 Jan 1893, d. 11 Dec 1893 in Podhorany No. 12

Alois (Louis), b. 1 April 1895 in Podhorany No. 12

Jaroslav (Jerome), b. 14 Nov 1896 in Podhorany No. 12

Anna, b. 27 April 1899, d. 25 Feb 1901 in Podhorany No. 12

Frantisek (Frank), b. 28 July 1900 in Podhorany No. 12

Stanislav (Stanley), b. 14 March 1902 in Podhorany No. 12

Anna, b. 11 February 1904 in Podhorany No. 12

Twin to Anna, b. 11 February 1904, d. 12 Fébruary 1904 in Podhorany No. 12
Ladislav (Lad), b. 7 December 1905 in Podhorany No. 12

Mary, b. 15 November 1910 in Nebraska

I1.| **Jan (John) Bures married Mary Antonia Chudomelka. Their children are:
Adella who married Elmer Mandel of Dodge, Nebraska. They had nine children.
E Elma who married 1) Anton Wisnieski: 2) Carl Ratzow
) Children: Elma Wisnieski who married Arthur C. Carventer
Virgene Wisnieski who married Douglas Franks
Karen Ratzow who married Ray VanZandt
Wilma who married Edward Zarmstorf
Children: Joyce who married Dale Schrader
Nancy who married David Bard
Lucille who married Ted Tompkins
Ruth who married Ronald Hacker
Armilla who married 1) Erwin Ott; 2) Alvin Crothers
Children: Janet Ott who married Jerry Reimann

¥ \ : Jeri Lou Crothers
N JoAnne Crothers

In May 1998 Elma Wisnieski Carpenter, Virgene Wisnieski Franks and Nancy Zarmstorf Bard (granddaughters of
John [Jan] Vaclav Bures) visited the houses shown in bold.
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Future Functions of the Calhoun County Genealogical Society
Programs are free and the public is welcome.

For more info call Sandy Redmond (616) 729-5258

December, 1998 No meeting - Happy Holidays!

january 19, 1999 Lorraine Johnson Coleman speaking to us on “Collecting Oral
Traditions” and history. This program is in conjunction with the Kellogg
Foundation Expert in Residence Program and will be held at the Miller-
Stone Building in Battle Creek.

February 23, 1999 Local military historian Pierce Roberts will present "The Battle of
Chickamauga" - a Confederate victory of the Civil'War that was fought in
Northern Georgia in 1863. This program is being presented at.7:00 p.m.
by Willard Library at the Miller-Stone Building in Battle Creek.

" March 23; 1999 Shirley Hodges, CCGS member-and respected genealogy-expert presents- . .2
"What's in a Name?" at the VFW Hall in Marshall. - : : :

~ All meetings start at 7pm and will be held at the VFW Hall, 800 E. Mlchlgan Ave., Marshall, MI
unless otherwise specn‘led v

THE CALHOUN COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 5&&%&

P.O. BOX 879 R s

MARSHALL, MI 49068 | | sEromTrO. 1521
‘ ‘ e . ‘ BATTLE CREEK, MI

(please note our new address!!)

' SANDRA REDMOND

| 363N.CAPITAL
| ATHENS MI 49011
|
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